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As we open up this chapter we once again meet Saul. He was part of the Jewish
Sanhedrin who wanted nothing more than to find and arrest Christians so that they
might be tried and killed for their teaching that Jesus was the Messiah. This was so
blasphemous to Saul that he sets off on a 6-day (or more) journey to Damascus.
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9But

Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went
to the high priest 2and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that
if he found any belonging to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound
to Jerusalem. 3Now as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, and suddenly
a light from heaven shone around him. 4And falling to the ground he heard a voice
saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” 5And he said, “Who are
you, Lord?” And he said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6But rise and
enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” 7The men who were
traveling with him stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one. 8Saul rose
from the ground, and although his eyes were opened, he saw nothing. So they led
him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. 9And for three days he was
without sight, and neither ate nor drank.
10Now

there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a
vision, “Ananias.” And he said, “Here I am, Lord.” 11And the Lord said to him, “Rise
and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of
Tarsus named Saul, for behold, he is praying, 12and he has seen in a vision a man
named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his
sight.” 13But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man,
how much evil he has done to your saints at Jerusalem. 14And here he has authority
from the chief priests to bind all who call on your name.” 15But the Lord said to him,
“Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and
kings and the children of Israel. 16For I will show him how much he must suffer for
the sake of my name.” 17So Ananias departed and entered the house. And laying his
hands on him he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the
road by which you came has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be
filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18And immediately something like scales fell from his
eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he rose and was baptized; 19and taking food,
he was strengthened.

Notice here that Saul is still breathing threats and murder against the church. It
makes one wonder if some of those persecuting the church had backed off and
whether the resistance was being led by Saul. Certainly he was one of the ring leaders
in the movement to stop Jesus from being preached and worshiped.
• What is it that you might STILL be doing that goes against what God wants for
you? Or, what is it that you are still NOT doing that you should be doing? Prayer?
Reading?
• How can you break out of that cycle?

WH E N J E S US IS LOR D , IT C H AN G E S E V E RY T H IN G
When the Lord appears to Saul, he has a much different response than Ananias.
When Saul is confronted by Jesus, Saul doesn’t know who Jesus is. He asks, “Who are
you, Lord?” Compare this to Ananias and his response when he is summoned by
Jesus: “Here I am Lord.” When someone is Lord, they are in control, and you are
subject to their will. Saul would soon learn what it meant to make Jesus Lord. It
would change the entire direction and trajectory of his life. It would change his
priorities and revolutionize how he saw the world.
• Define “Lord” or “Lordship” in your own language.
• How has making Jesus Lord changed your life?
• Do you struggle with making other things or other people “lord?” Why do you
think we do that?

P R AYI N G F O R O U R EN EMIES
Ananias didn’t have a lordship issue, but he was human. When he learns that he is
being called to pray for Saul, he balks. It is the last thing he wants to do. Why would
he pray for an enemy of God and someone who is coming to his city to arrest and kill
people. In our modern day language, we might call Saul a terrorist: one who was
misguided in his belief that his god was calling him to kill others opposed to his faith!
Saul was a man to be feared and hated, not to be prayed for! Yet, God calls Ananias to
not just pray for him, but to lay his hands on him. Put yourself in Ananias shoes and
let what Jesus is asking him to do really sink in.

It is interesting to ask ourselves whether anyone was praying for Saul to meet Jesus.
Was Peter praying for him? We know that Stephen prayed for him in a general sense
because before he dies, Stephen asks that God forgive those persecuting him. Saul was
one of those men.

lives as we now walk with Him. He uses our past (even things we might not like), our
talents and our weaknesses to bring glory to His name and to show Jesus to others.

While we might be shocked at Jesus’ call to Ananias, we shouldn’t be surprised. After
all, while we were still enemies of Jesus, He died for us. We often forget that. We want
justice for others, but mercy for ourselves. We want others to pay for what they’ve
done but we’d like to be pardoned. Perhaps we need to change our hearts and the way
we think about our own sin and the sin of others.

• When you suffer, is your first response to escape it or ask God how He wants to use
it?

• Are you praying for anyone you know to meet Jesus?

• Has anyone ever made you feel like a talent or gift you have cannot be used in the
Kingdom of God? Consider Saul/Paul’s story and discuss that.

• Why is it so hard to pray for an enemy?
• When you are challenged to pray for an enemy does someone immediately come to
mind?
• Ask God to help you pray for those who you don’t want to pray for.

T H E L IF E OF PAUL
God had “big” things in store for Saul but Saul, now Paul, would soon learn what that
meant: a life of suffering for the sake of Jesus. Saul was a part of the Sanhedrin and
that same group would later persecute Paul (see Acts 22). How ironic that Paul would
suffer under the same system that he once help built.
• Consider that for yourself: what are you building now that might become your
downfall later?
• Are you building your home life (think parenting or your relationship with your
spouse) on things other than Jesus? If so, what might be the consequences of that
be later?
• Are you seeking after the things of the world now in your job or at school? Are you
trying to build your own name? How might that later impact you?
While Paul was certainly going to suffer for the cause of Jesus (he would later be
martyred), God does use Paul to do some miraculous things. We know from Paul’s
later writings that Paul has no regrets over living a life for Jesus. Paul comes to learn
firsthand what Jesus taught:
Being the least in the Kingdom is greater than being the greatest in this world.

God would use all the zeal, education and experience of Paul as he traveled
throughout the major cities of the known world spreading the Good News of Jesus.
When we accept Jesus as Lord, it does change everything, but God still uses all of our

• Why do you think we will “suffer” as Christians?

• Is there something in your past that you’d rather just forget? How might God use
that to reach others through you?

